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PRESENTATION

by Simeon Anguelov, secretary for the international co-operation in the Office of the President of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Executive Director of the Balkan Political Club

Let me begin with expressing my gratitude to the organizers who invited Ms Ochkova and me to share some views and ideas on the political and security dimensions of BSEC. They are elaborated by the Executive Bureau of the Balkan Political Club
 chaired by the President Zhelev and in the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
 stressing the role of the non-Governmental Organizations in the co-operation within the Black Sea Area and between it and the European Union. 

Following the brilliant analysis made by the eminent Turkish economist Kemal Dervish, we are living in a time of big challenges to the world system of international relations: the economy is global, but the democratic institutions are still essentially national. Thus, all regional collaboration initiatives are prerequisites for the globalization of the democratic governance as well. From that point of view, the European Union is by far the most successful project serving as catalyst for many other regional initiatives. 

Known as “soft power”, the European Union is not imposing but rather proposing to the candidates to enter the Club and to their neighbours the set of well-known principles forming the basis for the legal, executive and judiciary systems: Democracy and political pluralism, Human rights, Security, Market economy, Reconciliation with the neighbours.

European Union is acting as a soft power transforming its neighbourhood by integrating new members having adopted the system based on these principles, but also establishing closer relations with non member neighbours ready to change their economic and political systems according to the same rules.

In the late 90’s it appeared more advantageous to encourage the candidate countries to transform in collaboration with the neighbours instead of ignoring them or trying to get advantages at their expenses. Progressively this new political thinking elaborated in more detail the idea of the efficiency of the regional collaborations as tools for achieving the virtuous transformations leading to the stabilization of the EU and its nearest neighbourhood.

This new political thinking boosted considerably the launched in June 1992 in Istanbul Black Sea economic initiative.  Seven years later the Yalta Summit proposed the statutes of the future regional organization. It has been announced also that the EU-BSEC co-operation will be its priority. Now, on the agenda of the tomorrow’s Summit is the official invitation to EU to become observer in the BSEC governing bodies.
 Even the wider Black Sea Area is geographically well defined but due to the different histories of its parts it is rather inhomogeneous. And this non-homogeneity is reflected in the fact that the European Union has three different policies
 in its efforts to support the development of the Area through wide-ranging co-operation programmes. Very logically, the European Union is looking now for synergies among these policies proposing a new regional overarching co-operation initiative named Black Sea Synergy. As it is underlined in the Document of the European Commission from 11.04.2007 : the primary task of Black Sea Synergy would be the co-operation within the Black Sea region and also between the regiion as a whole and the European Union.

The essence of synergy is in solving more than one task, in achieving more than one goal with one action. In other words, the goal we pursue with the synergy is to realize a maximal variety of positive effects with minimal efforts. Inevitably, we should think about the preliminary conditions or conditions sine qua non needed to obtain synergy instead of antagonisms when using several policies or tools in the inter- and intra-regional relations.

First of all, we need a right understanding of the policies and their positive content. 

Secundo, usually at the beginning the policies are formulated in rather general terms, as guidelines; so, we need an indepth analysis of their potential and practical aspects in order to avoid the misunderstandings and misinterpretations. 

Tercio, we need a lot of mutual trust because it is the only glue which may create the working links between the elements. To have a synergy, we need a system, and a system is the elements plus the links among them. In building such a system one should rely much more on the non-governmental organizations and their networks.
The democratic structures of the civil society and the citizens’ dialogue- complementary to the Parliaments and the official meetings- are most important instruments of the democracy and the key to involving large strata of the societies into achieving strategic goals of the regional consolidation. However, the obstacles in front of the efforts of the non-governmental organizations are considerable. The lack of historical experience and the underestimation of their role by the authorities make often their activities difficult. The NGO’s, trying to exercise pressure on the Governments, receive rarely support from the states and business. Privileged are those who have stable external donors or those who in one way or another have enough international prestige. To the latter class belong the Academies of Sciences in the field of the independent scientific expertise, but also the Balkan Political Club in the field of independent political one. It is important to create consortia with the participation of genuine bona fide NGO’s which may apply and receive funding for very concrete activities from the European Commission aiming at developing and implementing synergy  strategies in the Black Sea area. This is the case to some extent in the field of coordinating the efforts in research and innovation via the Framework programmes. It should be done more actively in the political sphere as well. We think the conditions are mature to harness the potential of the NGO’s for elaborating further and in depth on the practical synergies we may expect from the EU policies towards the Black Sea Area. 
I shall finish by attracting your attention to the main achievement of the Balkan Political Club in his activities in the Balkan region including Turkey and Moldova, but also Croatia and Slovenia. It is in establishing trust on two levels: among countries being in different positions vis-à-vis the European Union, and among eminent persons having sometimes opposite political opinions. In the  Balkan Political Club meetings harshest political oponents are sitting around the same table and discussing in a constructive manner strategic topics of utmost importance. This asset the Club would like to spread in the near future by creating associated membership for representatives of Governmental and opposition parties and of various strata of the civil societies from the three South Caucasus countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. The ambition is to create the pre-conditions for realising the goal formulated in the Synergy Document “developing co-operation programmes specifically designed to bring the otherwise devided parties together”

� � HYPERLINK "http://www.balkanpoliticalclub.net" ��www.balkanpoliticalclub.net�





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.bas.bg" ��www.bas.bg�





� These are: the pre-accession process in the case of Turkey, the European Neighbourhood Policy (with five eastern ENP partners being also active in the Black Sea co-operation) and the Strategic partnership with the Russian Federation.
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